Enact law on political funding, govt urged by The, Sun
Enact law on political
funding, govt urged
> Ministers join call for legislation
to ensure transparency and
prevent corruption
KUALA LUMPUR; The
government has been urged to
consider proposals to enact a
special law to compel political
parties to manage their funds
in a more transparent and
organised manner.
Several party leaders,
including Umno supreme
council members Datuk
Ahmad Shabery Cheek and
Datuk Serf Mohamed Nazri
Abdul Aziz, have supported
Minister in the Prime
Minister's Department Datuk
Paul Low Seng Kuan's
assertion that there is an
urgent need to regulate
political financing to ensure
transparency and to check
corruptioa
Mohamed Nazri said
having Special legislation to
regulate the management of
political funds will prevent
ruling and opposition parties
from hurling accusations at
each other.
The Malaysian Anti­
Corruption Commission
(MACC) also wants the
government to consider its
proposal to enact a special law
to allow investigations to be
carried out against any
political party which receives
political funding.
National Council of
Professors' Governance, Law
and Public Management
Cluster head, Prof Dr Nik
Ahmad Kamal Nik Mahmod,
favours the legislation
proposed by the MACC,
describing it as a proactive
measure to exercise control
oyer political funds.
Currently, there is no law
in this country covering
political funding, apart from
the Election Offences Act 1954
which, among other things,
seeks to prevent corrupt and
illegal practices during
elections and to control
election expenses.
Nik Ahmad Kamal said
although the Societies Act
1966 covered the funds and
expenses of organisations,
including political parties,
established under the act,
there is no provision requiring
them to disclose the sources
of funding.
Universiti Utara Malaysia's
College of Law, Government
and International Studies
lecturer, Dr Mohamad Faisol
Keling, also supported the
proposed legislation, saying
its implementation will
benefit all political parties and
their members. ­ Bemama
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